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I.   THE ORTHODOX CHURCH

That great branch of the church universal, variously
known as the Orthodox, Eastern, or Greek Church, has
itself many branches. Though independent in control.,
one of the other, these members acknowledge one common
head, the Lord Jesus Christ, believing that He has no
vicar on earth, and one common doctrine and practice^
which indissolubly bind them together. The fullest form
of the title of this church is: "The Church of the Seven
Councils, Ecumenical, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic."
Claim is thus officially laid to the term Catholic. Since the
separation of the churches in the eleventh century, however,
the Eastern church has been ordinarily contented with the
title, "The Holy Orthodox Church," which distinguishes
it from the Western church, especially designated as Cath-
olic. When a member of the Orthodox Church in Syria
to-day speaks of a Catholic, he uses the term as equiva-
lent to papal. Nor is the Eastern choice of a badge with-
out vital significance. The Orthodox Church is one as the
Roman Catholic Church is one, but with a different bond
of unity. With the latter this bond is expressed, in the last
analysis, by a personal loyalty to the Pope of Rome; with
the former it is expressed by an impersonal loyalty to ortho-
doxy, as laid down by the Ecumenical Councils, represent-
ing the different branches of the whole church. Greek
theologians hold that since the last of the seven great
councils, the term ecumenical can no longer be applied
technically to the councils of the church, but from time to
time such general assemblies may be summoned under the
name of local councils. The last was called in 1872 by
the Patriarch of Constantinople, to settle the status of the
Bulgarian church, delegates being present from all branches
of the Orthodox Church, except that of Russia, which, as
an interested party, had no representation.1

The points of belief and practice, which essentially differ-

1 This reason was assigned to me by a prominent ecclesiastic of the
Jerusalem Monastery.